4O                        IMPERIAL   GERMANY
mental incapacity of these peoples for the acquisition of new
and alien habits of thought 3 they may not have been good
borrowers, at least they appear not to have been sufficiently
good borrowers. The same view, in substance, is often formu-
lated to the effect that these are inferior or "backward"
races, being apparently not endowed with the traits that
conduce to a facile apprehension of the modern European
technological system.
It appears to have been otherwise with the peoples of the
Baltic culture, late and early. They have been good borrow-
ers, having borrowed persistently, ubiquitously and well.
The proof of their exceptional capacity as borrowers is the
general run of the life-history of these populations and their
culture. As a general proposition, they appear not to have
suffered a disproportionate setback in population or in pro-
ductive efficiency even at those epochs when the borrowing
took on a wholesale character, as, e.g., on the transition to
bronze, or later to iron, or later still in the sweeping shift
from paganism to Christianity. In each of these instances,
of course, something of a serious disturbance and impair-
ment is traceable, at. least in the two latter episodes; but
even the shift to the Christian faith appears to have in-
volved only a relatively transient decline, and in each case
this cultural region comes out of the era of transition ap-
parently stronger than before the intrusion of new cultural
elements took place. As would be expected, the last named,
the shift to Christianity, was the most demoralising of these
adventures in cultural borrowing j since this was, in the main
and immediately, a borrowing of immaterial, institutional
elements, without any corresponding gain in technology j so